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PROCEEDINGS

The Indian Bottom Association of Old Regular Baptists
of Jesus Christ in session assembled with the Big Cowan
Church, Day, Letcher County, Kentucky, Friday, Sept. 6, 7,
and 8, 1946,

Met under the trees near the Church house. After singing
by the congregation and prayer by Elder Riley Fouts the in-
troductory sermon was preached by Elder D. R. Caudill from
Prov. 11:14. *“In a multitude of counsellors there is safety.”
Then the delegates retired to the church house. After singing
by the delegates and prayer by Elder F. A. Hopkins proceeded
to business as follows:

1. The house was called to order by the Moderator, who
then called for the letters from the several churches that com-
pose the Indian Bottom Association which were handed in to
the clerk. By move and second one letter was read by the
assistant clerk. Then all were received and delegates seated
as shown in the table of statistics. All queries and requests
were referred to the committee on arrangements.

2. The Association then organized by electing Elder G. M.
Caudill, Moderator. Elder Caleb Creech, Assistant Moderator,
Brother Dawson Dixon, Clerk, and Elder Kirby Ison, Assist-
ant Clerk.

3. In order to redeem time the reading of the Constitution,
Rules of Decorum and Articles of Faith was omitted.

4. Called for newly constituted churches and received
none.

5. Called for letters from corresponding sister associations
and received one from New Salem Association by the hands
cther delegates to-wit: Elders F. A. Hopkins, Jerry Hall,
Squire Hamilton, Billy Moore, Sam Justice, E. V. Hopkins,
Jesse Osborne, C. F. Conn, J. P. Hall and Jack Hall, and
Brothers Levi Page, David McCown and Ermine Hall.

One from the Union Association by the hands of her dele-
gates to wit: S. T. Wright, D. C. Church, W. T. Swindall,
R. L. Baker, W. F. Hubbard and Henry Webb.

And one from the Thornton Union Association by the
hands of her delegates to-wit: Elders W. B. Hall, T. R. Collier,
Clay Crase and Dewey Sexton with file of minutes from each
association.

6. Called for transient ministers and members and receiv-
ed Wilburn Caudill, Charles Cornett, Sidney Johnson, George
Paragon, J. M. Webb, Tip Cornett, F. F. Sumner, A. J. Bates,
H. G. Blair, M. D. Collier, Kelly Gsborne, and Willie Bates.

7. On motion the moderator was authorized to make all
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temporary appointments during this sesssion of the Associa-
tion.

8. Appointed a committee on ministry consisting of one
delegate from each church with all the delegates from Big
Cowan Church to-wit: Hiram Amburgey, Dan Gibson Willie
Mullins, Manis Ison, A. C. Craft, Nick Everidge, Willie Fields,
Nathaniel Young, Henry Raleigh, Squire Eldridge, John Back,
Millard Seals, W. G. Caudill, Silas Cox, J. H. Brewer, Claude
Fleenor, Charlie Gibson, Milton Napier, A. J. Croger, V. I.

Caudill, H. D. Caudill, L. D. Francis, Squire Watts, Sam Combs,

Tip Cornett, Dan Noble, J. W. Pratt, Silas Combs, Silas Cau-
dill, D. D. Holcomb, F. G. Fields, Isaac W. Fields, W. E. Brown,
Dan Day and John D. Ison. 3

9. Appointed same committee on arrangements as on min-
istry except just one delegate from Big Cowan Church.

10. On motion Elders Kirby Ison, H. D. Caudill and Bro.
Dawson Dixon were chosen to write corresponding letters to
%ur sister associations: The New Salem, Union and Thornton

nion.

11. Called on the Committee on ministry to report who
reported the following ministers to be on the stand Saturday:
1. Francis Hubbard; 2. T. R. Collier; 3. Wm. Madden; 4. G. B.
Adams and 5. F. A. Hopkins.

12. On motion the association adjourned until 9:00 o’clock
Saturday morning.

Saturday M—c;xing, Sept. 7, 1946

Met pursuant to adjournment; after singing by congrega-
tion and prayer by Elder Charles Cornett, proceeded as fol-
lows:

1. Called the roll and marked the absentees.

2. Called for transient ministers and members and receiv-
ed G. B. Adams, Kelly Fields and G. D. Crase.

3. Ministers chosen to be on the stand were excused.

4. Called on the committee on arrangements to report
whose report was as follows: 1. In regard to the query from
Little Zion Church. We, the Committee, do agree and advise
this church that the only way by which Boone Cornett can be
received into the fellowship of the Church must be by experi-
ence and baptism, which report was accepted and adopted by
the association. 2. The report of the committee in regard to
the query from Little Home Church was rejected by the Asso-
ciation. Then by move and second the association ruled and
adopted; That if a man put his wife away for fornication and
marry another he may receive or retain his fellowship in the
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church and also his credentials to officiate in the ordinances
of the Gospel.

9. Appointed a committee on finance consisting of D. R.
Caudill, J. W. Pratt and Leonard Whitaker who reported the
sum of $197.10 contributed by the several churches. By move
and second Dawson Dixon was appointed treasurer and au-
thorized to superintend the printing of 3000 minutes and re-
serve 100 copies for each corresponding association. The
Union, New Salem and Thornton Union. By move and second
the Association authorized that the clerk receive a fee of
$35.00 for his service.

6. Appointed same committee on ministry as of yesterday
who reported the following ministers to preach at the stand
Sunday. 1. Ted Swindall; 2. W. C. Hogg; 3. Caleb Creech; 4.
G. M. Caudill.

7. The request from the Tolson Creek Church asking for a
letter of dismission from this Association, in order that they
may join the Thornton Union Association, was read. Then by
move and second the request was rejected by this association.

8. The letters to our sister associations were read and re-
ceived and delegates appointed to attend as follows:

To the New Salem; Caleb Creech, George Hagans, L. D.
Francis, Henry Blair, T. G. Cook, Morell Slone, Hiram Am-
burgey and Joe Hagans. To the Union: Caleb Creech, George
Hagans, Felix Fields, W. C. Hogg, L. D. Francis, W. E. Logan,
A. C. Craft.

To the Thornton Union: Kirby Ison, W. E. Brown, George
Hagans, Saleb Creech, L. D. Francis, Hiram Amburgey, W. C.
Hogg, Silas Caudill, Tip Cornett and A. C. Craft.

9. Called on brethren who were to attend Union meetings
to report. They reported and those who failed to attend were
excused.

10. Called on the treasurer to report whose report was as
follows:

Sept. 1, 1946 received from former Treasurer ............. $22.74
Contributed by the several churches ... $183.80
SREEST, RGNS i et ity $206.54
Expenditures for the years 1945-46:
Sept. 14, 1945, L. D. Francis to Union ... $-.:3.50
Deec. 8, 1945, Mountain Eagle, Printing Minutes ........ 150.00
Feb. 19, 1946, Mountain Eagle, Mailing Minutes ........ 6.00
LR e O e B 35.00
TOTAL EXPENDITURES .....ooooooooooooeoeooor oot $194.50
Balance in hands of Treasurer Spefsensiematavesss Wcomesytons e D A Dk
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the good people of Cowan Creek and the surrounding com-
munity for the hospitality shown us. Surely they will re-
ceive many fold blessings for their kindness. So may God’s
blessings rest upon us all till we meet in another session of
The Indian Bottom Association.

DAWSON DIXON, Clerk.

UNION MEETINGS

MAY, 1947
LITTLE HOME CHURCH—First Saturday and Sunday.
Elders to attend: Hays Shepherd, G. M. Caudill, W. C. Hogg,
and Caleb Creech.
POOR FORK CHURCH—Third Saturday and Sunday.
Elders to attend: George Hagans, Dixie Ison, J. W. Pratt
and H. D. Caudill.

JUNE 1947

DRY FORK CHURCH: First Saturday and Sunday.
Elders to attend: Dan N oble, John D. Ison and A. J. Bates.

NEW BETHLEHEM CHURCH: First Saturday and Sun-
day. Elders to attend: Morell Slone, Frank Fugate, Martin
Patrick, and Charles Baldridge.

LITTLE DANIEL CHURCH—Second Saturday and Sun-
day. Elders to attend: Tip Cornett, A. J. Bates, and Henry
Blair,

LITTLE DOVE CHURCH: Third Saturday and Sunday.
Elders to attend: Bob Baker, W. C. Hogg, Kirby Ison and
Charles Cornett.

MALLET FORK CHURCH—Third Saturday and Sunday.
Elders to attend: Dan Gibson, N. W. Meade, Willie Tolliver,
T. R. Collier, Kirby Ison and Wesley Caudill.

HOOVER HILL CHURCH—Third Saturday and Sunday.
Elders to attend: L. D. Francis, F. G. Fields, George Hagans
and Willie Madden.

CARR’S FORK CHURCH—Fourth Saturday and Sunday.
Elders to attend: Kirby Ison, Caleb Creech, Dave Maggard,
W. C. Hogg and Tip Cornett.

BIG COWAN CHURCH—Fourth Saturday and Sunday.
Elders to attend: George Hagans, L. D. Francis, Caleb Creech
and W. G. Caudill.

JULY 1947

INGRAMS CREEK CHURCH—First Saturday and Sun-

day. Elders to attend: J. W. Pratt, H. D. Caudill and W. G.
Hogg.

BIG LEATHERWOOD CHURCH—Second Saturday and
Sunday. Elders to attend: H. D. Caudill, G. M. Caudill George
5 A
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Adam, the legal representative of the human family, by
the fall became involved in sin, both soul and body, and
thereby lost his ability to keep the divine law of God.

We see him (Adam) in his fallen condition a chief wrath
and not a child of promise, and before this man, corrupted,
sinful and fallen could ever be reinstated to his original
sta_rclldmg before God, the law must be fulfilled and the penalty
paid.

We see that the first man, ‘Adam violated the law, so
he was not able to satisfy the demand of the divine law
which he had violated. Now in accordance with the coven-
ant between God and the Son, the son takes human nature and
thereby assumes the low place of the first man, Adam, in
order to redeem man from under the law. In order to accom-
piish the redemption of men, Christ must become a perfect
man and perform the work of mediator between God and
man, in order that a reconciliation be made between them,
(God and Man) The Apostle says, that God was in Christ
reconciling the world unto himself. We conclude that Jesus
Christ was not only a mediator between God*and Adam, but,
between the entire human family and God also.

In obedience to the conditions of the covenant, Christ, the
son of God, comes unto the world and says to the father, sac-
rifice an offering thou wouldist not, but a body hast thou
prepared me. "

He took not on him the nature of angels, but, he took on
himself the seed of Abraham. He was born of a woman made
under the law to redeem them that was under the law. We
see him approaching Mt. Calvary to make the offering of his
bedy and blood, for without the shedding blood there is no
remission.

When he was nailed to the Cross, the sun refused to shine
and soon he cried with a loud voice, “It is finished.” I have
offered my body and this my blood of the covenant, the de-
mand of the law has been met, and now Father into thy hands
I commend my Spirit.

The Bible teaches that he by the grace of God tasted
death for every man.

He gave his blood of the covenant by which God said, he
sent forth the priscners out of the pit wherein is no water.
That blood yet has its cleansing energy, and God’s will is that
all come to repentance. The love of God is so great that His
niercy is extended to poor sinners and a privilege given for
them to turn from darkness into light, to repent a godly
sorrow for sin, that their souls may be cleansed by the wash-
ing of regeneration, for sinners can be justified before God
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only through the atoning merits of Jesus Christ.

Brethren and Sisters of the Indian Bottom Association,
if I am never blessed to meet you again on earth I hope io
meet you in heaven where afflictions, pain nor death can
enter. :

Yours in bonds and afflictions,

—C. C. BATES.”

ARTICLES OF FAITH

1. We believe in the one true and living God, and not-
withstanding there are Three that bear record in Heaven,
the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost, yet there is but
one in substance, equal in power and glory, not to be divided
and impossible to change in principle or practice.

2. We believe the Old and New Testament Scriptures are
the true written Words of God and were given by inspiration
of God and there is a sufficiency in them contained for our
instruction and they are the only faith and practice.

3. We believe in the doctrine of original sin and that
men }finned since the fall and are by nature the children of
wrath.

4. We believe in the impotency of inability of man to
recover themselves out of the state they are in; therefore, a
Saviour is absolutely needed.

5. We believe that sinners are justified in the sight of
God only by imputed righteousness of Jesus Christ.

6. We believe in the perseverance of the Saints that
through grace they are born again and adopted into the
family of Heaven; that they become equal heirs with Jesus
Christ in glory, and that He will raise them up at the last
day. ; -

7. We believe that Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are
Gospel Ordinances; that true believers are the proper sub-
jects and we admit no others.

8. We believe that the true mode of baptism is by immer-
sion, to baptize a person by their own consent, back foremost

.in water in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy

Ghost.

9. We believe that washing of one another’s feet is a
commandment of Christ, left on record with His disciples,
and ought to be practiced by His followers.

10. We believe in the resurrection of the dead and gen
eral Judgment when all will be judged according to their
deeds done in the body.
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11. We believe the punishment of the wicked will be ever-
lasting and the joys of the righteous will be eternal after
death. -

12. We believe that no one has a right to administer the

gospel ordinances but such as are legally called and quali-
fied there unto.

13. We believe it to be the duty of all church members to
attend church meetings, and that it is the duty of the church
to deal with them for neglecting the same.

14. We believe it to be the duty of all church members to
contribute to the support of the church by defraying all reas-
onable expenses of same, never neglecting the poor, accord-
ing to their several abilities. :

15. We believe that any doctrine that goes to encourage
or indulge the people in their sins or to cause them to settle
down on anything short of saving grace in Christ for salvation
is erroneous and such doctrine will be rejected by us.

16. None of the above articles shall be construed as to
hold with particular election or reprobation as to make God
partial directly or indirectly so as to injure children of men.

~ 17. No one of the above articles shall be altered without
legal notice and free consent.

RULES OF DECORUM

1. The Association shall be opened and closed with pray-

er.

2. A Moderator and Clerk shall be chosen by the suf-
frage of the members present.

3. Only ocne member shall speak at a time, and shall rise
from his seat when about to speak.

4. The person speaking shall not be interrupted in his
speech by anyone except the Moderator until he is done
speaking,

5. He shall strictly adhere to his subject and in nowise
reflect on the preceding speaker, but shall define his ideas on
the proposition for debate as far as he can.

6. No person shall abruptly absent himself from the As-
sociation without leave of same.

7. No person shall rise and speak more than three times
on any subject without permission of the Association.

8. No member of the Association shall have liberty to
laugh during the sitting of the same nor whisper in time of
public speech.

9. No member shall address another by any other name
or term than that of “Brother.”

9
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10. The names of the several members shall be enrolled
by the clerk and called over as the Association may require.

11. The Moderator shall not interrupt or prohibit a mem-
ber from speaking until he gives his views on the subject,
unless he shall have violated the Rules of Decorum.

12. The Moderator shall be entitled to the same privilege
of speech as another member, provided the chair be filled, but
he shall have no vote unless the Association be equally divid-
ed. In that event he shall give the casting vote.

13. Any member who shall willingly and knowingly vio-
late any of these rules shall be reprimanded by the Associa-
tion as it may think proper.

CONSTITUTION

Having by unanimous voice changed our organization
from an Annual Union Meeting to an Association, we there-
fore propose to keep the order and rules of an iAssociation ac-
cording to the following form of government:

1. The Association shall be called the Indian Bottom
Association.

2. The Association shall be composed of members chosen
by the different churches in our Union and duly sent to re-
present them in the Association, who shall be members whom
they judge best qualified for that purpose, and producing
letters from their churches certifying their appointment,
shall be entitled to a seat.

3. In the letters from the different churches shall be
expressed their full number in fellowship those baptized,
received by letter, restoration, application dismissed, ex-
cluded and deceased since our last Association.

4. The members thus chosen and convened shall have no
power to lord over God’s heritage nor shall they have any
clerical powers over the churches nor shall they infringe
¢n any of the rights of any of the churches in the union.

5. The Association, when convened, shall be governed by
a regular and proper decorum.

6. The Association shall -have a Moderator, Clerk and
Treasurer who shall be chosen by the suffrage of the mem-
bers present.

7. New churches may be admitted into the Union which
shall petition by letter and delegates and if found upon ex-
amination to be orthodox and orderly, shall be received by
the Association and manifested by the Moderator giving the
right hand of fellowship.

8. Every church in the Union shall be entitled to repre-
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sentation in the Association.,

9." Every querry presented by the church to the Associa-
tion, being first debated in their own churches shall come
under the consideration of the Association.

10. Every motion made and seconded shall be considered
by the Association except it be withdrawn by the party who
made it.

11. We think it absolutely necessary that we have an As-
sociation fund for defraying the expenses of the same for
the raising of which we think it the duty of each church in
the Union to contribute such sums voluntarily as they think
proper and send it by their delegates to the Association, and
the amount so received shall be deposited with the Treasurer,
who shall be responsible to the ‘Association and pay same out
as the Association may direct,.

12. There shall be an Association Book kept in which

the proceedings of every Association shall be regularly re-
corded by the Secretary.

13. The minutes of the Association shall be read and cor-

rected if need be and signed by the Moderator and clerk be-
fore the Association arises,

14. Amendment to this plan of government may be made
at any time by a majority of the Union when they so desire.

15. The Association shall endeavor to furnish the church-
€s with minutes of the Association. The best method of ef-
fecting same shall be determined by the Association.

16. All matters coming before the Association shall be
decided by will of the majority of the members present ex-
cept in receiving and dismissing churches and Associations,
which shall be by unanimous vote.

17. The Association shall have power to decide for the
General Union of the churches and to preserve an inviolable
chain of communion among same, giving churches all nec-
essary advice in matters of church difficulty; inquiry into the
cause why any church shall have failed to represent itself at
any time in the Association; appropriate the money received
to any purpose it may think proper; appoint any member, or
members, by their consent, to transact any business which it
may think necessary; withdraw from any church in the Union
which may violate any of the rules of the Association or de-
viate from the orthodox principles of religion, admit any or-
derly minister of our faith and order to a seat in the Associa-
tion, and to adjourn to any time or place it may deem neces-
sary. ;
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where there will be no sorrow, no pains, no trouble or sick-
ness. There everybody will be happy.

Oh,, I rather have one hour with my Lord than a whole
year here in this world. For we who try to live for the Lord
don’t see nothing but trouble. So Papa, Bertha, Edith, Earl
all try to meet me up in Haaven above.

Every one try to remember the advice I have always giv-
en you, and Oh, how I want you to everyone try to live for the
Lord. He sure has helped me to bear my sickness and troubles.
No one knows what I went through with but the Lord and I,
and I feel like I have a home prepared for me and ready to go
any minute the Lord calls me. So my dear husband, children
may God take care of you all, and let us meet in Heaven above
Oh, what a happy day that will be up there.

ELIZABETH MADDIN

It is with sadness that I'l! attempt to write an obituary of
rny dear mother, Elizabeth Maddin. She was born May 19th.
1863, age 83 years, 4 months and 17 days old. Departed this
life Oct. 5, 1945. She was married to Jackson Maddin and tc
this union was born 12 children, 2 preceded them in infant
age. So it was 10 grown-ups of age. Then by the enemy of
death, five more were taken. So it left a father and five
children and a host of grand children to mourn the loss of a

good mother. She was so good and kind to everybody that I
don’t think she ever had an enemy.

She joined the Little Home Church in 1939. She lived a
good and kind christian life, always. She loved to see the
time for her to go to church until she was taken sick. She was
ill for about five months. Then she was called from us. It
was 0 sad to give up an aged mother, that had lived a life 50
good and kind to her children. She was all the time thinking
of Dad, wanting us children to take care of him. So one eve-
ning she told us she was sick, wanted us to help her if we
could but nothing we could do wouldn’t do her any good. Sc
she finally went to sleep She was quite ill about 9:00 o’clock,
then she awoke and told us that there was a dead woman in
the house, and I told her that there wasn’t. She said it was
and it was her. She died at 6 o’clock and was taken in the
prettiest place she ever saw, it was filled with little children
and they were so pretly. She wanted to go back. She asked
dad and all the children to meet her in that Beautiful home.
So I aim to meet her again if it is the Lord’s will and I hope
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sisters, and many relatives and friends to mourn on account
of her death, but, we feel that our loss is her eternal gain.
Now to her children and especially to those that have never
made peace with God, consider the consecrated life your
precious mother lived and that she has received a reward that
can never be taken away from her. close in with the offered
mercies of God, beg to him for pardon that you all might meet
in heaven where no happiness, where no sick beds are seen,
where no deaths nor separation ever come in that glorious
heaven above the skies.
Written by—

—C. C. BATES, .
(By request of her children). A

N. M. ELDRIDGE

It is with much loneliness and a broken heart that I at-
tempt to write the obituary of my loving husband, N. M.
Eldridge.

He was born Dec. 16, 1891. He died Nov. 3, 1945, age 54
years, 10 months, and 17 days. He was married to Cora Day
July 4, 1909. To this union was born 12 children, 7 boys, and

5 girls. One boy and one girl died in infancy. His wife, 10 -

children, an aged father, and 4 brothers are left to mourn his
loss, but we feel that our loss is Heaven's gain. He was kind
to everybody. He joined the Old Regular Baptist Church, the
first Sunday in April, 1928. He was baptized by Elder Buddy
Caudill the first Sunday in May, 1928 at the Indian Bottom
Church. He was ordained a deacon in May, 1930. He lived
to see his oldest daughter, Vergie, baptized into the Old Reg-
ular Baptist Church.

He was sick for two years. He often called his brethren
in to pray and preach. One day when he was smothering so
bad he told Vergie he saw a little girl and she came and laid
her hands on him. He said he knew she was coming again
a‘ter him. Oh, what a lonesome home we have to go there
and can’t see papa any more. He told me he was just waiting
for the Lord to call him out of his suffering and all he dreaded
was the sting of death, but he hated to leave his family in this
cold hearted world, and he wanted us all to put our trust in

“the good Lord and he would take care of us, but oh, how we

do miss him. It was on the third morning of November, 1945

when the Death Angel entered our home and took his tired

spirit to rest with his little family that had gone on before.

Our home is so lonescome«—on'l.y5 those who have had this ex-
1
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INGRAMS CREEK—James Whitaker, George Whitaker,
Susan Whitaker, and Silag Cox.

JAMES MEMORIAL — H. D. Caudill, Beckham Fields, James
D. Fields, Green Fields, ‘and John Eldridge.
MEADOW FORK—Ira McKnight and Milton N apier.

NEW BETHLEHEM—Harrison Williams, Grover Patrick,
Dan Noble, and Isaac Creech.

LITTLE DANIEL—Charlie Gibson, George Atkins, Blaine
Amburgey, John Madden and J. R. Maggard.

MAPLE GROVE—Henry Raleigh, Martha Engle,
Geneva Roberts and Cordelia Stidham.

DRY FORK—Nathaniel Young and Jesse Cornett,

REYNOLDS FORK—Elam Hale, Nelson Seals, Morrell Slone,

: John P. Amburgey and Millard Seals.

LITTLE BETHLEHEM—Hiram Amburgey, Emory Reedy,
Monroe Couch, Sol Mullins and George Combs,

TOLSON CREEK—W. R. Crase, Cleveland Fields, Cleveland
Stephens, Frazier Hampton and Ted Crase.

LITTLE DOVE—W. G. Caudill, Jimmie Caudill, Squire Eld-
ridge, W. T. Francis and Dewey Hampton.

HOOVER HILL—Hays Shepherd, Claude Fleenor, Ambrose
Kelley and Mary Kelley. :

LITTLE ZION — Sam Combs, Mason Whitaker, Brint Logan,
Carson Cornett and John Mullins.

Troy Engle,
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